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Serpents and Venomous Snakes. 
BY N. A. 





woobs, 

I confess to being fond of snakes. I don’t 
mean “fond” in the “affectionate” accepta- 
tion of the term. I am fond of them only in 
the sense of the interest with which I have 
studied their extraordinary habits, both in 


captivity and, to some extent, in a state of 


nature, and viewed with awe and astonish- 
ment the terrible powers which some species 
possess of inflicting inevitable, and, in some 
cases, almost immediate death from an appa- 
rently trivial scratch with their poison-fangs. 
Researches into the habits and natures of 
these deadly reptiles can never be a popular 
study. The quiet study of these reptiles in a 
state of captivity, and from specimens of your 
own, is both difficult and expensive, as I well 
know. To attempt to study their habits ina 
state of nature is ten times more difficult and 
expensive still. ‘Thus it is that really learned 
and earnest ophiologists are very rare; and 
thus it is that the most extraordinary amount 
of ignorance prevails about all relating to the 
habits and venomous effects of these reptiles. 
Of this ignorance I could give hosts of in- 
stances ; but one or two will suffice. 

A few years ago, a highly-educated and 
scientitic officer in the service of the Indian 
government was returning to that country, 
and knowing my peculiar tastes, he under- 
took to add as much as possible to my collee- 
tion of venomous serpent-fangs, and especially 
to send the fangs of some of the large family 
of deadly water-snakes which I had not got. 
He remembered his promise faithfully, and 
most diligently set to work to perform it. A 
reward of a quarter of a rupee to the natives 
for all dead snakes soon brought in a large 
collection. I, of course, was delighted to hear 
how the collection was progressing. 

Judge, therefore, of my disappointment, my 
aunoyance, and, also, it must be added, of my 
amusement, when, after a lapse of two years, 
I received from my scientific friend a number 
of cards,on which were neatly gummed down, 
not the fangs, but the long forked tongues of 
some fifty venomous snakes, the name of each 
of which was neatly written under. He had 
actually believed, as ninety-nine ordinary per- 
sons out of a hundred do believe, that the 
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tongue, whereas, in fact, the forked tongues|the body of the largest boa as a man would 


of all snakes are as little venomous as the|through a stick of celery. 
Two] tongues of ladies. It was fortunate, however, | power of the boa, however, is very great in- 


The constrictive 


for my late friend that in his innocence he did|deed, and I believe the great or dark ana- 


not attempt any extraction of the real fangs, 
an operation requiring peculiar care, and in- 
volving a certain amount of danger, as I will 


show presently. 


Let me premise that I am not a medical 
man, as far as practice goes, though I was| 
I am simply an amateur 
naturalist, whose studies, with those of a few 
other friends, have for many years past taken 
the somewhat eccentric direction of watching | 
the habits and manners of snakes, harmless, 
With almost every 
/kind of snake, we have, one or other of us, 
experimented ; and most of them have for the 
I need not say 
that we have never experimented on ourselves. 


reared for one. 


venomous, and deadly. 


time been our own property. 
What we have seen with dogs, kittens, rab 
rows, which have been given to the snakes, 


has been quite enough to satisfy our curiosity 
on the subject. 


come the serious difficulty of getting such 


\animals into the snake’s little cage, or getting 
the snake out with any sort of certainty that 


it would bite the proper subject ; though I am 
quite convinced that the bite of a deadly snake 


would have the same result, whether it was 


inflicted on a rabbit or a bull,—namely, cer- 
tain death, whether in a faw minutes or a 
couple of hours. 

In most parts of the world, the grass, glass, 
field, and tree-snakes are not only utterly in- 
offensive, but can rarely be made to bite at 
all. With their larger brethren, however, the 
case is very different. They are large, bold, 
aggressive, and vicious ; and though, as I have 
said, their bite is not at all venomous, it is 
most severe, and almost dangerous, from the 
time it takes to heal. This arises from the 
fact of their jaws being armed with many 
rows of small, sharp, crooked teeth, all point- 
ing backwards; so that, no matter what the 
size or nature of the prey struck, it is sure, 
even if it escapes, to receive an infinity of 
little, close-set wounds, which are at once both 
punctured and lacerated. This class of snakes 
includes all the variety of pythons; whether 
the rock-snake of West Africa, the Guinea 
snake, the boa-constrictor of South Africa and 
Ceylon or Southern India, the bull-snakes of 
North America, or perhaps the greatest andi 
most formidable of all, the dark or black ana- 
condas of Southern and Central America. 
About the power of the boa-constrictor, and 
its great American sister the anaconda, the 
most absurd notions are afloat, and it is more 
or less popularly believed that they daily dine 
respectively off tigers and buffaloes. All I 
can say is that I wish they did; but I am re- 
luctantly compelled to believe that a well- 


bits, rats, guinea-pigs, fowls, ducks, and spar- 


We have not been quite able 
to afford such costly subjects as cows or 
horses, and we have never been able to over- 


‘conda to be more powerful still. There are 
not wanting instances of men having fallen 
victims to both; and probably for one instance 
\that is known, ten may have happened of 
)which nothing has ever been heard. Like 
all snakes, of whatever kind, they gorge them- 
selves at one meal, and then retiring to their 
jnests or holes, or caves, remain almost torpid 
for a week or a fortnight, or even longer. 
During the winter, they will probably not eat 
{more than once a month, or six weeks, or 
even sometimes remain as much as six months 
at a time without taking anything whatever. 
Their powers of abstinence are, indeed, only 
to be equalled by their powers of gluttony. 
One very fine boa at the Zodlogical Gardens 
remained for one year and ten months without 
touching anything; yet at the end of this 
time the reptile was in good condition, and 
looked, when coiled up, like a roll of beautiful 
oilcloth. It may be said, considering how 
abundant these reptiles are, that it is rather 
singtlar the great European collections should 
possess such few fine living specimens. A 
moment’s reflection, however, will show the 
reason. When torpid and gorged with food, 
they conceal themselves with as much dex- 
terity as a bird conceals its nest. When about 
and roaming for food, they keep in the densest 
forests, and are so active and vigilant as not 
to be easily overtaken, still less captured, 
without such injuries as they seldom survive 
for many hours or days. To take a big boa 
alive and uninjured among the trees of his 
native forests, or in the swampy marshes in 
which he delights to swim, is almost impossi- 
ble. Besides, it must always be recollected 
that the natives of the countries they infest 
only wish for their destruction, and thus, 
though for a small present the curious travel- 
ler may get skins enough of dead snakes to 
make a railway rug, yet to get a single live 
specimen requires a comparatively large re- 
ward, and then the thing brought in is gener- 
ally much injured, and always small. Oneof 
the largest boas, if not the largest ever kept 
in captivity was, until lately, at the Zodlogical 
Gardens. It was a female, which was cap- 
tured at Ceylon while in a torpid state. ft 
then measured about twenty feet long, but 
was very thin. Regular diet, however, and 
the care taken of it at the Gardens, where it 
was sent, soon improved its condition ; and at 
the end of some six years it had grown to the 
length of more than twenty-nine feet, and 
was as thick round as a man’s thigh. This 
monster was called “ Bess,” and to the last 
moment of her captivity, or rather of her life, 
she remained intolerably vicious. Even her 
keepers were afraid of her. Once she rose 
with such a reckless plunge against the at- 
tendant who was cleaning her cage as to 








dly wound was inflicted by the forked grown tiger would crunch as easily through knock him completely out of the opening by 
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which he had entered, though fortunately not| pect to be raised, until it rises into dominion ?| “T have not recurred to thy letter just now, 
hurting him, and leaving him ample strength|Art thou not willing to part with all for its) but remember thy allusion to the change to 
and time to close the slide before she could|sake? And if so, canst thou be in the situa-| which we are continually subject. Life's leg. 
follow him, which she was quite prepared to|tion thou describest? I thought on reading/son is full of it; and I can acknowledge it g 
do. This magnificent reptile died of a surfeit|thy letter, it was better to sail on a rough| very hard one to me. How prone we are to 
of her own blankets. She was casting her skin,|sea, than to be entirely becalmed. * * * |desire to sit down in the enjoyment of that 
and was, as is always the case at that time,| “I have been glad to remember sometimes| which is agreeable to us. But the flowerg 
partially blind, when her meal of rabbits was|of late, the example of the dear Master, as it| and verdure of spring, must ripen, and pasg 
driven into her cage. The first she seized,|is said, ‘He withdrew into a solitary place,|on to decay. The friends we have loved and 
crushed, and instantly gorged. With thejand there prayed; and, ‘He continued all|clung to, are very uncertain possessions; and 
others she was less successful. Warned, per-|night in prayer to God.’ The impressions of] we know that they too must pass away after 
haps, by the fate of their companion, they |sorrow and heaviness must have their turn ;|a brief season, and leave their places desolate, 
were most agile in keeping out of the way.|and if we cannot maintain them in solitude|In what mercy then, are we provided for, if 
The second she struck at she missed alto-jonly, 1 hope we may be borne with. I love|we are faithful to that Friend who is un. 
gether, but caught her blanket instead, around |to see cheerfulness ; but the manner in which changeable, with a joy and peace that passes 
the unresisting mass of which she coiled and|it is sometimes urged upon the young—to/not away. But then these attainments, we 
twined and crushed till she was tired, and|hide all that is passing within them, and to| must remember, are through the discipline of 
then deliberately proceeded to gorge it. Nojadapt themselves to others—has often felt|the cross, by which we are crucified to the 
effort could get it from her tenacious’ jaws,|very painful to me.” world; and the ‘things which are not seen) 
and indeed in her then savage humor it was} “5th mo. 9th. * * * I have often visited] by the natural eye, become the object and end 
not safe to persist in the attempts. Soather|thee in memory, and in the same affection|of our hopes. 

leisure, though not without considerable ex-|that has characterized my feelings heretofore;} | “What art thou reading? School being 
ertion, owing, no doubt, to the woolly nature|and the desire arises now, that thou mayst in|done with, thou doubtless finds more leisure 
of the texture, she succeeded in swallowing|no wise fail of the attainment of that blessed/for such employment. With careful parents 
her rug, equal in size and thickness to the or-jend, which is brought about through obedi-|at thy side, thou wilt not fail to receive pru- 
dinary covering of a bed. After this gastro-|ence and faithfulness to our Heavenly Father,|dent caution as regards the choice of th 
nomic feat she lay torpid for about a week,jin the way of His manifestations. books. It is a very agreeable and useful man.’ 
when, with great efforts, she disgorged both} “The change thou hast experienced within| ner, for those favored with leisure, of spend. 
the blanket and the rabbit she had previously |the past year or two, places thee in the way|ing a portion of time, provided always a pro. 
swallowed. Both had evidently disagreed|of many advantages, while at the same time,| per selection is made of the books read. I 
with her. After this she seemed ill, and re-|added responsibilities attend thy steps. To/do not often turn to a literary page, without 
fusing food for a month or more, coiled her-|learn to watch on all these accounts, and to| thinking the character of the great mass of 
self up and laid about seventy eggs. Then,|have all our footsteps ordered in best wisdom, | publications of the present day, is calculated 
though she was evidently very ill, she tried|is the most important business in which we| rather to fill the head, than to improve the 
to hatch them, and all the scientific world of|can be engaged. Temptations suited io our| heart ; to make ready talkers, instead of giv- 
naturalists watched the result with so much |age, dispositions, situation in life, are not)ing strength and solidity to the judgment, by 
interest that bulletins of her condition and|wanting to us; and when a kind Providence|the proper exercise of the rational faculties. 
progress in incubation appeared in the papers|has showered in our path abundance of bless-|* * * But I have not the least disposition 
almost every other day. It is not much to be|jings, it greatly behooves us to be increasingly|to encourage any masculine attainment. A 
wondered at that the event created a sort of|watchful, that they do not steel our hearts,| woman should, by all means, keep within her 
sensation, for in all the history of serpents no/and dispose us to sit down in the enjoyment) province, and move in her own sphere. We 
boa-constrictor had ever laid eggs in captivity.|}of them, rather than by a life of self-denial|/have distinctive allotments; and the grand 
However, after some weeks’ watching, the/and the daily cross, give evidence that our] point is to be found filling them in humility 
eggs, having been prematurely extraded, be-|hearts and our affections are not in the gifts,|and faithfulness.” 

came bad ; so they were removed with no little} but in the Giver. How I long sometimes that} “5th mo. 20th. * * * The feeling is very 
difficulty from under Bess. After their ab-|the hearts of some dear young friends known| precious to me, that there are a few whose 
straction she seemed very restless, and re-|to me, may be quickened to greater diligence) life and being seem as my own. If they were 
fused all food; even the temptation of live|in the pursuit of those things, they are not} withdrawn from me, I should dwell in great 
ducks, generally a quite irresistible bait to|ignorant have at seasons of their life, made|solitude, except for that sustaining Presence, 
ailing boas, was taken no notice of. Nothing|for their peace; those who have ‘known the} which, poor, and weak, and destitute as we 
could tempt her appetite, and her fits of anger} voice,’ and in a measure been made desirous of] may feel, is nevertheless in mercy, although 
rose to perfect fury when her cage had to be/|following it, let it lead them to what it might.| almost imperceptible to us, near at hand to 
cleaned. In the end this almost necessary|Oh! I have thought sometimes my own dili-| bear up and support, even when we may feel 
process had to be given over, but still she re-| gence might be incited by faithfulness on the} almost ready to fall and to perish. Thou ac- 
fused her meals; and after languishing a few] part of these; those whom I have seen made} knowledges in thy note, the grand matter 
weeks more, suddenly stretched herself out|sensible of the reproofs and instructions of the/that is necessary, viz: ‘that we may be 
and died; thus depriving us of one of the|inward monitor, and almost ready to yield| brought to rely wholly on the arm of Divine 
finest, if not the finest boa that has ever been|themselves, as obedient children, to His will.| power, and yield ourselves up to its guidance 
seen in captivity, and also of the chance of|How sweet a reward would follow such dedi-|in all things.’ Didst thou think of the force 
rearing up a race of genuine British boas to|cation; and we may rest assured, that the/of it when thou penned it? Oh! that we 
succeed her. longest life is not too long, for the carrying] might be brought to the practice of it: verily 
on and perfecting this work in us. Why then|believing that we should thereby find many 
should we hesitate? Why not yield ourselves|of the stumbling blocks removed out of the 
to these visitations that are life to our souls;| way, and hard things made easy ; if it were 
bringing us into sweet submission and subjec-| only from the increased ability to suffer with 
tion, enabling us to adopt the filial language,)a suffering Lord, who would then indeed en- 
My Father, be thou the guide of my youth.|rich us with emanations from His treasury, 
I do not want to say too much, but feel more|even the abundance of joy and peace.” 
= than I can express, my dear girl,that} From the Journal: 


(To be continued.) 
Oe 


For “ The Friend.” 
Selections from the Unpublished Letters and Jour- 
nal of Mary M. Sheppard, a Deceased Minister. 


(Continued from page 67.) 


In a letter to a Friend “5th mo. 1847,” she 
writes: * * * “May these things strengthen 
our faith; and mayst thou, my dear , be 
incited yet more and more fully, to regard 
Him with a single eye, who maketh the 
depths of the sea a way for his chusen people. 
I think thou writes harder things against thy- 
self than the occasion calls for. Is there not 
an exercise and travail to be borne with the 
es and suffering seed, and on account 
of it; and can those who remain with it, ex- 


the dew of thy youth may be remembered,| “6th mo. 22d, 1847. * * * Oh, how trying 
and that there may be an increase of that)and proving stripping seasons are! A little 
which can alone produce true happiness, and|opening into apprehended duty, if way is 
shield thee from the dangers and besetments| made for it; which stirs my fears and makes 
that lie so thickly strewn in the path of the|me tremble. But true faith overcomes moun 
unwary; that thus those who love thee best,| tains of difficulty, and enables us to ‘ count it 
may be enabled to rejoice with true joy on|all joy, when we fall into divers temptations; 
thy account, and to ‘see of the travail of their| knowing that the trial of our faith ‘ worketh 
soul and be satisfied.’ patience,’ and other blessed experiences. We 
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know there is trouble in the world, and while{into the heart the healing and consolation, 
inhabitants of it, we must participate in it:|which is under His wings and upon them. 
but in Him there is peace and joy ; and as an| What peace, and satisfaction, and enjoyment 


overcoming of our selfishness is witnessed, we|does it bring, in the place of doubting, dis- 
shall more and more be enabled to live to 


Him, and to count the trials of our day, noth- 
ing at all, if so we may win Christ and be 
found in him. I long with my whole soul, 
for more of this blessed experience.” 

“24th. Comfortable throughout the day ; 
feeling a degree of quietness in weakness, 
‘And David encouraged himself in the Lord 
his God.’ ” 

“7th mo. 4th. Hope I have been enabled 
in some degree to realize a little of the ex- 
perience heretofore desired. Had a little to 
offer in meeting to-day; and have been led 
into scrutiny since, as well as before, fearing 
my own garments are not ajtogether clean. 
‘Thou that teachest another, teachest thou 
not thyself?’ Have apprehended too much 
freedom in conversation upon indifferent mat- 
ters. * * * Have been reading a little in S. 
Seott. Hope I have been incited to greater 
watchfulness. Feel very desirous that my 
heart may be made clean, and kept clean.” 

No date. “Thanksyiving kas been in my 
heart for the very great relief I have experi- 
enced frum the extreme depression and dis- 
couragement, which have usually attended me 
for many long years. My burdens are indeed 
lightened. Oh! that I may not abate one jot 
or one tittle of the constant care and watch- 
fulness, which ought to mark my footsteps. 
‘All his works are Truth, and his ways judg. 
ment; and those that walk in pride, he is able 
to abase ;’ and those too who walk in disobedi- 
ence.” 

“18th. First-day. Exercised in mind ; but 
no words were spoken; felt renewedly desir- 
ous of being just what my Divine Lord and 
Master would have me to be. [ carnestly 
desire never to exceed the word and pointing 
of Truth, whatever burdens are borne in 
spirit. It seems to me a great matter to 
know just the time when to speak in public; 
though I fully believe it is made known with 
undoubted certainty to the humble, watchful 
disciple. * * Where in the line of the min- 
istry can be self-exaltation? S:rely if any, 
as a class, have an opportunity of learning 
humility, it must be pre-eminently these. par- 
ticularly in this day of boasted acquirements, 
and soaring above the cross.” 

“2ist. I felt exceedingly burdened in the 
early part of meeting to-day; and I believe, 
according to my measure, entered into sym- 
pathy with my friends under exercise : as well 
as participated in the sufferings, the members 
of the church militant have to bear for the 
body’s sake, in the oppressed and suffering 
state of the Trath or seed amongst us, in con- 
nexion with our glorified Head. Humble 
supplication to Him followed, for the sake of 
His church, and the suffering members of it. 
I seemed to have access ; and rejoiced as much 
in the sense that I was not cast off, as in any 
other evidence. I am almost ready to believe 
sometimes, in humility I trust, that it is His 
gracious design, as faithfulness is abode in, 
gradually to lead me forward. To make my 
way more open than it has hitherto been. 

“23d. Oh! how sweet is the lifting up of 
the Divine countenance upon the soul that 
has been long hungering and thirsting after 





































a foretaste of that happiness which is beyond 
the grave, and which is found there in sta- 
bility only. May its rays invigorate and 
strengthen for the remainder of the journey 
which is before me, and which in the very 
nature of things, must be marked with the 
vicissitudes which have heretofore character- 
ized my progress. The christian life must be 
one of toil and suffering; and if mine is only 
passed in conformity to the will of my ador- 
able and blessed Master, it seems in my heart 
now to testify, that I care for nothing besides. 
Ob! that the sacrifice may be fully prepared ; 
and then to Him be all the praise, and the 
honor, and the glory, now and forever and 
ever. Amen.” 

“30th. Felt quietness and trust this morn- 
ing, and a desire to be found always doing 
His will, who holds these treasures in His 
hand; and disposes them in His merey—an 
unmerited gift.” 

“8th mo. 5th. ‘And Mordecai came again 
to the king’s gate.’ A safe condition, and an 
honorable one, of waiting the pleasure of the 
king, in the disposition to obey.” 

(To be continued.) 


The Work of Two Beetles. 


A late number of Littell’s Living Age, con- 
tains the following curious narrative taken 
from the Newport News. 

I was walking through my garden before 
breakfast one morning, the past week, when 
my attention was attracted by the unusual 
appearance of a snake (a species of the adder) 
which was lying dead upon one of the flower 
borders. The snake measured quite two feet 
in length, and was as thick through as my 
thumb at the largest part. It was extended 
in an almost straight line, and I observed that 
it had been severed in two pieces, (probably 
by a spade in the hands of one of the labor- 
ers. ) 

But what immediately arrested my walk, 
and induced me to examine the object more 
closely, was that I could distinctly perceive 
in the prostrate body a singular movement. 
Within a few moments, while I remained 
looking at it, it had slowly raised itself at the 
centre, so as to form a complete arch, then as 
gradually subsided to its originally strait posi- 
tion, but propelled by the action nearly three 
inches in advance. 

This motion, so extraordinary in a dead 
snake, awakened my curiosity to discover the 
force which was being exerted upon it, when 
I observed two small bee:les, of a kind I was 
not familiar with, lying upon their backs be- 
neath the serpent’s head, and ingeniously 
pushing with their legs the animal extended 
above them. 

The beetles were each scarcely more than 
an inch in length, their color a glossy black, 
with small spots of an orange color, and their 
heads and tai!s approaching nearly to a point. 

The little fellows had evidently taken pos- 
session of the reptile with a purpose of con- 
veying it to their hole, but as their size was 





age : augoren t their dead prize, I was determined to study 
it, with an intensity which nothing else could |their mancavres, to see if they would be able 
fill or satisfy. How does it repay for long|to accomplish it. 


seasons of suffering and sorrow, transfusing! On an examination of the ground in the 

















trust, and fear; and no doubt is something of 





















so ridiculously disproportionate to that of 


neighborhood, 1 discovered, at a distance of 
nearly a yard from the spot where the snake 
was lying, a small hole in the soil, nearly the 
diameter of a balf dollar. The hole which 
had been carefully rounded at the edges, had 
a heap of broken earth piled in front of it, 
and opened obliquely from a slightly rising 
mound. 

The efforts of the beetles were apparently 
being directed to the conveyance of the tail 
of the reptile to this opening in the ground, 
and as it was evidently an awkward thing to 
do, their ingenuity was taxed to the utmost, 
and I watched the operation with an absorb- 
ing interest. 

After a vigorous tugging at the animal’s 
tail, which had become slightly stiffened, and 
which responding to their efforts would move 
to the right and to the left, but never placing 
itself directly in front of the aperture, the 
beetles would appear to be perplexed how 
next to proceed. They continued, however, 
to act in concert, and after working for a 
while at onc extremity, they would uniformly 
proceed together towards the other, and lying 
upon their backs beneath the head, they 
would, with their united legs, re-commence 
their vigorous pushing process, and so effec- 
tively that in the space of ten or fifteen 
minutes they had moved the snake’s body two 
or three feet from its original position, but 
still the tail persistently refused to enter the 
hole. 

Suddenly the labor ceased altogether, the 
two little beetles entered their hole, and I be- 
gan to conclude that they had at last found 
their prey too ponderous for them to manage. 
My interest, nevertheless, was so much excited 
that I could not leave the spot and I con- 
tinued to watch, almost certain that they 
would re-appear. 

At length I thought I saw a breaking of 

the earth at a place directly opposite the point 
where the serpent’s tail rested. And almost 
immediately the two beetles issued from a 
second hole, which they had been preparing. 
They forthwith seized the end of the serpent’s 
tail, and by a determined effort, lying upon 
their backs, in the manner before described, 
they succeeded in forcing its point to enter 
this new orifice in the ground, and then going 
themselves inside of it, I could distinctly see 
the whole body of the snake move slowly for- 
ward, as if it were being pulled by their united 
efforts. 
The beetles worked at the snake much of 
the day, and in the afternoon, when I was 
able to visit the spot again, I observed that 
nearly three-quarters of the snake had disap- 
peared in the hole; but the movement had 
become very quiet, and I imagined that the 
cut in the snake’s body had prevented any 
more of it from being drawn down. 

The beetles, however, were at their work, 
for while I was looking they emerged from 
the hole, one of them propelling behind him 
(he came up backwards) a huge pile of earth, 
and the second having his back loaded with 
a mass of fragments, and thus they continued 
to labor for nearly an hour, the snake mean- 
while having nearly three inches of its body 
still exposed. 

It was approaching sunset, and I was ex- 
amining carefully the earth in the vicinity of 
the head of the snake (for the beetles had not 
made their appearance for twenty minutes) 
when I was witness of the most interesting 
operation of this altogether singular proceed- 
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ing. I thought I detected a slightly undu-|is Col. Murphy. I don’t want you to think 





apne 


out the roll. I cannot permit this. I hope 
lating motion in the broken loam. It con-|I desire to influence you for or against the|you will be honest with me ; and I believe you 
tinued to increase until the entire surface for| treaty, but only tell you that you may know|should have another enrollment, and Jet us all 
a length of three inches, extending parallel|the facts about the treaty. If you thought|be honest in making the new enrollment, 
with the serpent’s head and neck, appeared/they were not sent by the government, you|Agent Gibson continued—You are going on 
to be elevated into a little mound. The moundjhad reason to distrust them; but they were.|a buffalo hunt. I want to give you good ad. 
gradually increased in height until the entire| You wanted to know how large the country|vice; when you meet Arapahoes, Cheyennes 
mass of earth was slowly lifted and then pre-|is you are going to. I am told it is about|and those hostile to you, be friendly. Their 
cipitated upon the portion of the body which|three hundred acres for every man, woman |agents are friends of mine, and will advise 
had until then remained uncovered, and in aland child of the Osages—not large enough for|them to treat you friendly. It is wrong to 
hii! second’s time, the snake was as effectually|you to hunt buffalo on, but too large for you|fight one another ; treat one another as broth. 
buried as if it had been sunk a foot below the|to farm. I do believe it best for you to have|ers, this will please your Great Father at 
tM surface. less land and cultivate more; have houses and| Washington. I want you to catch many 
HI The little beetles emerging from the heap,|stock, and raise more to support you. Now,|buffalo, and get furs, for you will need them. 
Kt walked backward and forward, over the|a word about hard money. You made a|I will now live among you. I want to tell 
mound, and then disappeared entirely from|treaty and sold off part of your land east of|your young men that labor is honorable. I 
sight. you, and were to get your pay in such articles|left the plow in the field to come and stay 
[ examined the spot the following morning, |as the Secretary of the Interior should say—|with you. It is labor, and education of body 
but could not detect, even by removing # por-| money, clothing and provisions. Your father,}and mind that brings man near his Maker. 
tion of the earth, the place where the snake|the President, did not promise you hard| Superintendent Hoag said — The Great 
had been buried the evening previous. money. Hesends you by me just such money | Father has made it a rule that all Indians out- 
as he uses and as I use myself. He has for-|side of their reservations will be regarded by 
merly sent you clothing and food, and this|the military as hostile, and when you go out 
time you preferred money. I have brought|to hunt you must get a writing from the Sa. 
for you just such as he has sent you, and I|perintendent, and when you see soldiers on 
shall pay it all to you. the plains send a man to them with the writ- 
Paw-ne-no-pashe said—Some time ago aling, and that will inform them you are loyal 
commission came from Washington to make|and peaceable. 
a treaty with the Osages. I gathered the} Twelve O'clock said—You have given us 
Osages in council—my young men said I|good talk. I was out on the plains; the wild 
should be the man to say about the treaty.|[ndians came to my camp; I fed them; they 
We tried to see what was best for us. I talked | killed two of my people ; I did not fight them; 
with Commissioner Taylor about it, and I|I came back crying; I am poor; don’t know 
signed it seeing all the rest of the chiefs sign.|as I shall go hunting any more. 
My counsellors told me the new reservation} Dry Feather said to Agent Gibson: I give 
was to include the Cana river. If my young|up to you to say at what point you will live. 
men and counsellors want the treaty, all right.|I will tell you what I will do. Three bands 
The Great Father has sent you as our agent.|of us have been living on the Verdigris. We 
Glad to see you. Our agents come and go|have signed a treaty. The whites have crowd- 
away again and we don’t see them. I hopejed us out. I will take my people and go into 
you will see to our welfare and take care of|the Indian country. These white people have 
us. We want an agency in our midst. Since|corrapted our chiefs. They are now trying 
one year we have lost more than 1,000 horses, |to get our chiefs divided. When you get to 
we hear of them no more. Washington, ask our Great Father what this 
Chief of Little Osages said—To-day is a|white man is who came here and said to us 
nice day and you have the pleasure of seeing|that we had made no treaty ; that the Osages 
the chiefs of the Osage Nation. About one,would stay here; tbat it was our land; that 
year ago men came to us to make a treaty.|our Great Father did not send the commis 
It seems like the Great Father don’t study for|sioners, but a railroad company sent them. 
the good of his red children. There is no|This white man came here and said great 
place where the Osages can go. If you have|things ; said he had scattered the treaty. God 
any good thing and some one comes and takes|knows I don’t believe what that white man 
it away you don’t like it. The Great Father|says. I want you to tell us what this man is. 
ought to pay a good price for this fine coun-|_ Big Hill said—You said you had money for 
try. It is true we have treated away our|us. 1| ask you if it is money. We have made 
land; we thought it was the best thing we|treaties and we did not get money that looked 
could do. like money. 1 want the money to look white 
Chetopa said—You have heard what Major|and hard in my hand. 
Snow had to say, he told us he wanted us to] Gov. Jo said—Some of my young men are 
do right—that we had put him to much trou-|dissatisfied with the treaty. I leave it with 
ble, and that he hoped we would not give the|the Great Father. He can do as he likes. 
new agent trouble. My people all want to|Our agent talks of living among us. It is not 
talk to the agents when they come. Now|certain we stay here. While we stay, you 
we have been divided, it is my wish that we|can make this place your office. 
all unite. Strike Ax said—Father! You asked us yes- 
Mon-se-an-cha (No Heart) said—After Com-|terday about the treaty, after which you 
missioner Taylor came and we heard him, we| wouid let the Great Father know. We used 
went three days and counselled, the fourth|to do business peaceably on the Neosho with 
day we came up and agreed to the treaty. I|the government. We spoke pleasantly in the 
was not asleep, but wide awake. I signed|daylight, true and right. My people, yester- 
the treaty intending to go with my people to|day, when asked about the treaty, ought to 
our new home outside of Kansas. When I|have said to you, plainly, that they had treat- 
say this it is the truth I tell you. ed their lands away. They now want the 
Isaac Gibson, the new Agent, said—I am a|Great Father to give them a little more. You 
stranger among you. I don’t know that your|said you would help us. 
roll is right. I want to be honest. Iam not| When you goto Washington, tell our Great 
willing one of you shall be cheated. It is my| Father there is one old Osage chief who wants 
opinion deception has been used in making! his money for hisland. I am getting old, my 
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Letter from the Osages.—The Indian Payment.— 
The Osage Treaty. 
(Concluded from page 70.) 

August Captain, counsellor for the half- 
breeds, said—I am an Osage. I was called 
4 upon by the commissioners to assist in in- 
terpreting the treaty. It was correct and 
just ; during the council, before signing the 
treaty, no threats were made, but we all sign- 
ed the treaty willingly. As one of the inter- 
preters, I deny that any threats were made to 
4 induce us to sign the treaty. The nearest a 

threat, was made by Col. Murphy, one of the 
# commissioners, who said: Then | suppose you 
consider yourselves an independent nation, 
and strong enough to defend yourselves. I 
translated all that was said. Hard-Robe, who 
talks about threats being made, is the man 
who led the party who murdered the white 
man. All the bad talk they speak about hap- 
r pened after the signing of the treaty. Col. 
Taylor, the commissioner, told them he felt 
1) for them as his own children; that he had a 
duty to perform which touched his feelings. 
Sundown said—You have come to find out 
the facts. The chiefs and counsellors treated 
this land away to make their people poor. I 
do not believe the President will ratify the 
treaty; he is a sensible man. 

August Captain further said—The Com- 
missioner told them he would lay before them 
the good and bad, and that his advice was 
to give up the murderers and not leave it to 
the mercy of the people of the State. When 
it came to signing all the chiefs signed will- 
ingly. Iam stating the facts about the treaty, 
and all that hear me, know it. I do not in- 
tend to be made out a liar by you when I 

signed the truth on that treaty. 

Superintendent Hoag said—if I understand 
you, you have been told by some bad white 
men that the Commissioners sent here were 
not sent by the President, your Great Father, 
but were sent by a railroad company. I have 
@ paper sent to me by your Great Father at 
Washington, which says that Commissioner 
Taylor, Col. Murphy and Major Snow, were 
sent by the President to make a treaty with 
you. What will he think of you when I teil 
him that it is said the railroad company sent 
commissioners, when he sent them himself. 
It is charged that they bribed, scared and 
threatened you. Men ought to be careful in 
their statements. I know Commissioner Tay- 
lor; he is a good man; your true friend. So 
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gon. I may soon die. I hope you will take 
care of me, as you promised. My son takes 
my place. I give back to him. 

Broke Arm said—I have heard our chiefs 
say they had treated the land away. I am 
at a loss to know. We have commissions to 
show that we have treated with the govern- 
ment. 

Namp-a-walla said—Since yesterday we 
bave talked of lands treated away. I suppose 
the Great Father; wants the lands. 

White Hair said—We don’t make much 
talk. We speak to you in unity. We did 
treat our lands away, after which the young 
men said the price was too small. If the 
Great Father wants ourjlands, we will go to 
our new home. 

Superintendent Hoag then said: I have 
now heard your talk. I will tell your Great 
Father at Washington what you have said. 
I will speak well of you. He will be glad to 
hear from you. I shall try and make your 
condition better. There is a better day in the 
future. But we can do little for you, unless 
you take hold and work with us. Let me 
say to you again, what I told you yesterday, 
educate your children, raise produce, raise 
cattle, and have farms%and houses like white 
men for the sustenance and comfort of your 
families. Some of you have spoken of going 
to a reservation of the Indian country. The 
treaty is not ratified yet. There is no cer- 
tainty that you will be protected there. It is 
a good place for you, and your Great Father, 
the President, wants you to go there, but not 
until the treaty is ratified, or if it should fail, 
some other arrangement; madefor you, and 
then you will be protected there, and we will 
help you improve and make good homes 
there. Now the President sent you $7,500 


three months ago. You were out on the 
bunt. I could not see you, and I asked him 


to send your full payment and pay you both 
at once. He now sends you $7,500 more, and 
I have it here to pay you. 

The roll was called and the money paid, 
amounting to about $2.25 per capita. The 
Indians were very quiet and peaceable, more 
so than usual on pay day. The Superinten- 
dent and his clerk go North. The new agent 
remains with the Indians. They seem pleased 
that the agent is to reside among them. 

From the many abortive attempts to con- 
trol, civilize and christianize the tribes of our 
State, 1 had almost concluded all efforts in 
this direction of no avail. Yet there is a 
nameless power and influence over the In- 
dians in the candor, honesty and kindness of 
Superintendent Hoag and Agent Gibson in 
transacting their business with them, and I 
cannot but believe that they will succeed in 
instructing this turbulent tribe into many of 
the arts of civilized life. The “law of kind- 
ness” will find a response in the hearts of 
men, civilized and savage, from the rising to 
the setting sun. They seek now to have 
this tribe and all others conform to the 
universal law of man’s existence and “labor.’’ 
This is without doubt the true solution of 
this vexed question ; and with the tribes con- 
gregated in the Indian country below, an 
ocean of civilization around them, a stern 
necessity compelling them to effort, the com- 
forts and luxuries of industry inviting them 
to labor, and a genial climate, we may expect 
to see the experiment of christianizing the 
Indian yet succeed. 


L. F. G. 


Selected. 
PRAYING IN SPIRIT. 


} 
“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 


and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret.” 


Matthew vi. 6. 


T need not leave the jostling world, 
Or wait till daily tasks are o’er, 

To fold my palms in secret prayer 
Within the close-shut closet door. 


There is a viewless, cloistered room, 
As high as heven as fair as day, 

Where, though my feet may join the throng, 
My soul can enter in and pray. 


When I have banished wayward thoughts, 
Of sinfal works the fruitful seed, 

When folly wins my ear no more, 
The closet door is shut indeed. 


No human step approaching, breaks 
The blissful silence of the place, 

No shadow steals across the light 
That falls from my Redeemer’s face! 


And never through those crystal walls 
The clash of life can pierce its way, 
Nor ever can a human ear 
Drink in the spirit-words I say. 


One hearkening, even, cannot know 

When [ have crossed the threshold o’er, 
For He, alone, who bears my prayer, 

Has heard the shutting of the door! 





For “ The Friend.” 


Conformity to the World. 
The following from the Letters and Memo- 


randums of John Barclay, point with practi- 
cal force to what has since, and is now, having 
place amongst us—a growing and truly pain- 
ful disregard of the testimony to plainness of 
speech, behavior, and apparel; which testi- 
mony from the beginning, characterized the 


members of this religious Society. We have 
believed, and still believe, that the origin of 


this change is not of the Truth; being in con- 
formity with the unsubjected desires of the 


natural heart, and in order to avoid the sin- 
gularity attendant upon the faithful mainten- 
ance of the cross, and that humble and con- 
trite and continual dependence upon Him 
“in whose hand our breath is, and whose are 
all our ways,” which, to the pride and unmor- 
tified will of the fleshly mind, is so humiliat- 
ing and abasing. 
those who have taken retrogade steps in this 
conformity to the customs, and fashions, and 
easy ways of the world, whether obedience 
in little things, is not in most cases more hum- 
bling and self-reducing, than the greater sac- 
rifices that are required to be laid on the 
Lord’s altar? And admitting this, whether 
it may not be consonant with the will of Him 
who works by unlikely means, to test the 
obedience of the heart in little things, before 
greater are required. Agreeably to the pre- 
cept, “He that is faithful in that which is least 
is faithful also in much.” And, “Because thon 
hast been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things,” &c. 

We mourn the inroads of this world’s spirit 
upon our ranks in these particulars; and be- 
lieve that however insignificant, or even de- 
spicable these may seem to the carnal propen- 
sities of the human heart, that we shall not 
maintain that place, or fully uphold the ban- 
ner of self-denial and the cross, which it was 
and is the will of our holy Head and High 
Priest we should, until we return to the sim- 
plicity and plainness of our forefathers, and 
to a faithful support and practical carrying 
out of the apostolic injunction: “ Be not con- 
formed to this world,” &c. 








While we believe there is nothing abstractly 


ina plain dress,—being a costume in which 
the greatest sinner may vie with the greatest 
saint,—yet, inasmuch as the precept just re- 
cited, claiming self-denial and non-contormity 


to the world as a test of discipleship with the 
meek and lowly Jesus, coupled with the cumu- 


lative testimony of our Lord and His Pro- 


phets and Apostles, probibiting much atten- 


tion to the outward adorning ; and when to 


this be superadded the greatly needed and 


called for mortification and humbling disci- 


pline it involves, when undertaken in obedi- 
ence to the Holy Spirit, it becomes a serious 
question truly, whether we are not letting go 
a time-honored, self-debasing, and Truth-ex- 
alting testimony, from the desire of selfish 
indulgence in the lusts of the flesh, the lust of 
the eye, and the pride of life, which are not 


of the Father, but of the world. 


In this dilemma, O that we could repent 
and do the first works, consisting in submis- 
sion to, and an humbling ourselves under the 
mighty hand of God, that, in the meekness 
and lowliness of the cross and power of Jesus, 
we might witness a being raised up and ex- 
alted by and through Him in His own good 
time. Then would obedience so mark our 
lives and footsteps, that whether called upon 
to bear an unflinching testimony against the 
foolish fashions and false customs of a wicked 
and degenerate world, or even to put on sack- 
cloth for his Name’s sake, if thereby peace of 
mind can be secured, we should with holy 
magnanimity and decision exemplify the pre- 
cept: “Ye have been bought with a price; 
therefore glorify God in your bodies and in 
your spirits which are Goa’s.” 

Would that our dear young people, instead 
of being enslaved and captivated by the fash- 
ions and allurements of a deceitful and wicked 
world, could but be induced with that wise 
elder William Penn, to weigh all these things 
in the balance of eternity, and find with him 
that they had no weight there: that thus they 
might turn from things hindering and hurt- 
ful, to those which have been tried and proved 
to be true, honest, and of good report; and 
also to choose wisely between the restraints 


We would fain ask some of| of the cross, which crucifies to the world, and 


the slavery of fashion, which drowns in it; 
and choose also, with Moses, the servant of 
the Most High, rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season: esteeming the reproaches 
of Christ greater riches than all the treasures 
in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recom- 
pense of the reward. 

The way to the kingdom may seem nar- 
row and forbidding to the youthful mind: but 
may such remember that there is no other 
way. And He who has declared it to be so, 
and who likewise has imposed his yoke and 
cross upon every disciple of His, has also 
promised that that yoke shall, through our 
obedience and faithfulness, become easy, and 
His burden light. The peace, which at seas- 
ons flows into the bosoms of these, who have 
resigned themselves to the disposal, and desire 
to follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth, 
is described as “ the peace of God, which pags- 
eth all understanding ;” and which, the Apos- 
tle continues, “shall keep your hearts and minds 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus ;” and 
this while yet clothed with mortality. While 
in the world to come it is represented as that 
“which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
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to conceive :” a joy unspeakable and full of glory : 
and this without alloy, or change, or termina- 
tion. 

The extract from a letter of John Barclay’s, 
alluded to, is as follows: “‘ Be not conformed 
to this world, said the Apostle, who knew 
that the fashions and customs of it are vain, 
and passaway. Toa mind disposed to avoid 
the very appearance and approaches of evil, 
this text is alone sufficient to induce a hesita- 
tion, a scrupulousness or tenderness. * * 
But these libertines, who would think their 
own thoughts, and choose their own ways and 
words, and also wear their own apparel, must 
needs have things so cleared up to their blind- 
ed and darkened understandings, that, like 
the lawyers, no express (much less implied) 
prohibition of scripture, would have satisfied 
them : they would shuffle from it and fritter it 
away, bending it totheir own wills. Whereas 
the spirit of christianity testifies, and has ever 
testified against such things, not only among 
Friends, but more or less, and in different ways 
and degrees, wherever sufficient clearness has 
been arrived at, even from the earliest ages. 
Picture to thyself any set of people raised up 
to a deep sense of religion, and carrying out 
their watchfulness and self-denial to all branch- 
es of their conduct, and endeavoring to fol- 
low that exhortation, ‘ Be ye holy in all man- 
ner of conversation,’ and whatsoever ye ‘do 
in word or deed, do all to the glory of God,’ 
&c. Would they not soon come to be distin- 
guished from other people, who follow the 
course of this world, or who secretly yearn 
after their own heart’s lusts, and comfort 
themselves with trying to think there is noth- 
ing in this and the other little thing, and 
that religion does not consist in these things? 
Would they not soon find themselves to be ‘a 
peculiar people,’ a singular people, a very 
simple people; their outward appearance, 
their manners, their very gestures, restrained 
and regulated after a mode totally contrary 
to the generality of those around them? Ac 
cording to that striking passage in one of the 
Apocryphal writings, setting forth the lan- 
guage of the ungodly respecting the righteous, 
so will it be respecting such a people or per- 
son as I have described; ‘ He is not for our 
turn, he is clean contrary to our doings; he 
was made to reprove our thoughts ; he is griev- 
ous unto us even to behold ; for his life is not 
like other men’s, his ways are of another fash- 
ion.’ Indeed, it has never been any wonder 
with me, that a people gathered, and preserv- 
ed, and settled, as I have hinted at,—or as 
Friends were, when they found themselves 
estranged from the world at large, and ec- 
centric through this process of following their 
convictions of duty,—should value this their 
privilege, and these outward badges, which 
tend to keep up this desirable distinction and 
separation from the world’s spirit. But they 
never set up a rule to dress, or any particular 
color, cut, or fashion, on the same footing as 
the livery of the monks, or religious orders of 
the papists, &c. ; they only left off their orna- 
ments, and such things as were a burden to 
them, as unnecessary and unsimple: it was 
the ever changeable tide of fashion, which did 
the rest, and in time caused their dissimilarity 
and strangeness to appear. But as to the 
bare assertion, that George Fox and the early 
Friends, would have changed with the times, 
it is a conjecture which has its origin in the 
mere caprice and inclination of those who say 
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broadly asserted upon far stronger grounds 
even upon the actual facts of the whole tenon 
of their dissent, as exhibited in their lives. 
and especially in their writings. 

The common consent spoken of, is the very 
conformity they objected to,—a consent 01 
worldly men, upon worldly principles,—not 
the consent of men redeemed of the earth. 
On the other hand, all that have ever rightly 
given up to make a plain appearance, and to 
xpeak the plain language &c., have done it on 
the very same sound ground, and not merely 
because George Fox and others did it. They, 
the truly convinced, have continued to feel on 
the subject, as he did; and though the instances 
are rare, as the mercy is great, and the work 
marvellous, and no light and superficial one, 
such instances are yet from time to time 
occurring ; they are the result of cleansing 
the inside of the cup, that the outside may 
become clean also. My case is, I trust, one 
of these, and, perhaps, rather an unusual one ; 
for I was brought up, as thou knowest, in 
the entire disuse of, and I even cherished a 
real contempt for such singularities; until I 
came to see that there was ‘no peace to the 
wicked,’—and that ‘ great peace have all they 
who love’—‘the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus.’ Then as I yielded my mind to be 
in all things led and guided thereby, nothing of- 
fended me but evil ;—nothing seemed too hard 
to give up unto, nor anything to beslighted as 
insignificant, which in anywise contributed to 
this heavenly peace and progress in what was 
esteemed so supremely excellent. The cross 
of Christ, that yoke he puts upon his disci- 
ples, was very easy and sweet; and peace 
was the reward of being faithful in ever so 
little. It was in this way, I have been made 
ruler over more, and not by ‘ despising the 
day of small things ;’ which is the sure way, 
(as the Bible tells us) of falling ‘ by little and 
little’ ; of this we have most painful instances 
now around us: and even some, who have 
deservedly stood high in our Society, as 
teachers and examples to the flock, but who 
have even come to question, or have lost, all 
their former impressions and tendering con- 
victions,—these are, it seems, all gone, and 
almost forgotten, as the early dew that pass- 
eth away,—and they have turned, as the dog 
or the sow, to that which they once loathed 
and rejected. And truly it is a striking and 
unanswerable fact, that there has not been 
one individual, who has risen to any eminence 
for religious dedication in our Society, but 
has had to tread the narrow and strait path ; 
and has had to attribute his progress to giving 
up, in the ability received, to obey the secret 
monitions of the Spirit of Christ, even in little 
things: nor has there, I believe, been one who 
has swerved from this course, that has ulti- 
mately turned out better than the salt that 
has lost its savor. ‘The fashion of this world,’ 
my dear , does indeed pass away ; and as 
thou sayest, custom is capricious and change- 
able; but Truth is the same that ever it was 
—unchangeable, and never faileth ; and it will 
always stand by and bear out those, who are 
of it, and who keep to it. ‘ Wisdom,’ we read 
‘ig justified of her children,’ and of few or 
none else; and the natural man cannot under- 
stand or receive the things that relate to the 
Spirit and kingdom of God, they are mere 
foolishness unto him, while in that state ; for 
they are ever hid from the wise and prudent 
of this world, and revealed unto babes. There- 


© that scripture with which I commenced, 
he language which follows it,—‘ Be not con 
ormed to this world, but be ye transformed 
he renewing of your minds, that ye may prove 
what is that good, acceptable, and perfect will 
of God.’” 


oe 
For “The Friend.” 


Circular of the Bible Association of Friends ia 
America. 


In again calling the attention of Auxiliaries 
to the Annual Queries to be answered pre- 
vious to the general meeting of the Associa. 
tion in the Eleventh month, the Correspond- 
ing Committee would press upon Friends, 
who have been engaged in the distribution of 
the Holy Scriptures, the importance of fur. 
lishing full and accurate answers to all the 
Queries, and of forwarding their report season. 
ibly to the Depository. 

It may be recollected, that in making dona- 
tions to Auxiliaries, the board are guided in 
deciding what number of Bibles and Testa. 
ments shall be sent to each, by the informa- 
tion given in its report. Hence those Aux- 
Jliaries that do not report in time, are liable 
to be left out in the distribution. 

Specific directions should be given in every 
case, how boxes should be marked and for- 
warded ; and their receipt should always be 
promptly acknowledged. 

Address John S. Stokes, No. 116 N. Fourth 
Street, Philadelphia. 

SaMvuEL Bertie, 
Cuartes Ru#oaps, 
Antuony M. Kiser, 
Committee of Correspondence. 
Philada., Tenth mo. 1869. 
QUERIES. 

1. What number of families or individuals have been 
gratuitously furnished with the Holy Scriptures by the 
Auxiliary duriog the past year? 

2. What number of Bibles and Testaments have been 
sold by the Auxiliary within the past year? 

3. How many members, male and female, are there 
belonging to the Auxiliary ? 

4. What number of families of Friends reside within 
its limits ? 

5. Are there any families of Friends within your limits 
not supplied with a copy of the Holy Scriptures in good 
clear type, and on fir paper; if so, how many? 

6. How many members of our Society, capable of read- 
ing the Bible, do not own sucha copy of the Holy Scrip- 
tures? 

7. How many Bibles and Testaments may probably 
be dispose of by sile within your limits? 

8. Is the income of the Auxiliary sutficient to supply 
hose withio its limits who are not duly furnished with 
the Holy Scriptures? 

9. What number of Bibles and Testaments would it 
be necessary for the Bivle Association to furnish gratui- 
tously, to enable the Auxiliary to supply each family? 

10. What number would be required in order to fur- 
nish each member of our religious Society, capable of 
reading, who is destitute of a copy, and unable to put 
chase it? 

11. How many Bibles and Testaments are now on 
hand? 
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TENTH MONTH 30, 1869. 


A short time since we received a letter from 
'a Friend in Iowa, belonging to one of the 
three Monthly Meetings there, subordinate 
to Ohio Yearly Meeting, asking that we would 
| give our views respecting certain subjects re 
‘ferred to in the communication. The writer, 
‘speaking of Hickory Grove Quarterly Meet 
ing, which is composed of the three Monthly 


so; and the contrary may be as flatly and'fore, may I not fitly wind up, by subjoining Meetings alluded to, says: 





“Jt is surrounded on all sides by those who 
have acknowledged the separatists in Ohio, 
[commonly called the Binn’s Meeting] and 
many among them are not satisfied with the 
course in which they are drifting, and some 
have been requesting to be united to our meet- 
ings, and several have been received; com- 
mittees being appointed to investigate their 
cases, and their reports supplying the place 
of certificates as nearly as possible.” 

There are then a number of queries pro- 

unded, to which the writer asks for replies. 

hey are deeply interesting questions to every 
member of our religious Society, referring to 
individual rights and principles of church 
government, which lay at the foundation of 
our organization as a religious community. 
We had prepared answers to them, but on 
consideration think better to withhold them 
at the present time. Under existing circum- 
stances in the Society, they can be satisfac- 
torily and authoritatively settled by Yearly 
Meetings alone, and by them only when earn- 
estly seeking to know the will of the Head of 
the Church, they are favored to hear the lan- 
guage of the Spirit and to decide thereby. 

In the account of the proceedings of Lon- 
don Yearly Meeting in 1855, when, as pub- 
lished in the British Friend, a decision was 
recorded to cease holding correspondence 
with the regular Yearly Meeting of Ohio, we 
find it stated, “ A venerable Friend near the 
table, well versed in the state of American af- 
fairs, and not long since returned from a mis- 
sion to that country,* stated thatin this conclu- 
sion he did not feel that he could acquiesce, con- 
sidering that the body referred to [the Binn’s 
Meeting] had established themselves as a 
Yearly Meeting, not in the order of the dis- 
cipline, (as we understood him,) and therefore 
in his view, not in the wisdom of Truth; a 
conclusion, moreover, which in the judgment 
of many, is not calculated to promote unity and 
harmony, either in this country or among our 
American brethren, but is likely to involve us in 
difficulties, the end of which it is impossible to fore- 
see.” This declaration has been, and, we fear, 
will continue to be veritied for a long time to 
come. We earnestly bope that our friends in 
Iowa will meet the portion of these difficulties 
which may full to their share, with that wis- 
dom which dwells with prudence. 

As the action of Ohio Yearly Meeting in 
setting up the meetings subordinate to it in 
Iowa, has been misrepresented and misunder- 
stood, we embrace the present opportunity to 
place it in its true light. 

We believe that no one of the Yearly Meet- 
ings which declined to correspond with Ohio 
Yearly Meeting, ventured to say that that 
meeting was, or is not a Yearly Meeting of 
Friends. The objections they urged against 
it, referred to its not corresponding with an 
other Yearly Meeting with which they did 
correspond, and not reading the minutes, &c., 
of ministers from other parts, travelling with- 
in its limits; subjects on which, in common 
with all other co-ordinate bodies, it had and 
has the exclusive right to legislate, and to 
which legislation its members were bound 
patiently to submit. And yet those same 
meetings have never hesitated to acknow- 
ledge Philadelphia Yearly Meeting as a legiti- 
mate meeting, though they know full well 
that on the points objected to, it has pursued 
the same course as Ohio for years. 


* Since known to be Jésiah Forster. 
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All official communication being cut off be- 
tween Ohio and the other Yearly Meetings, 
except Philadelphia, it deeply felt the obliga- 
tion to keep supervision over the meetings 
and members which continued subordinate to 
it, and to adopt whatever means it believed 
to be in accordance with best wisdom, to pre- 
serve them from evil and promote their growth 
in the truth. Large numbers of them had 
emigrated and others were still going to Lowa. 
Of course these would not have taken certifi- 
cates to the meetings which had turned their 
backs on their Yearly Meeting, even had the 
meetings to within the limits of which they 
were removing been willing to receive them, 
which they were not. When it was found im- 
possible for the meetings at home to extend the 
necessary care to their far off members, and for 
those members to avail themselves of their 
rights and privileges in the Society, it became 
incumbent on Ohio Yearly Meeting to sanction 
the setting up of subordinate meetings in 
Iowa, so that its discipline might continue to 
be properly administered; the members be 
able to accomplish marriage in accordance 
therewith, and generally to “exercise a ten- 
der care over each other, that all may be pre- 
served in unity of faith and practice.” Hence 
came the three Monthly Meetings and a 
Quarterly Meeting in Lowa. 

The situation of these meetings is certainly 
anomalous, and could hardly occur in a natural 
and healthy state of the Society. 
the results of, what we cannot but consider, 
the hasty, party action of the meetings which 
acknowledged those who separated from 
Ohio Yearly Meeting, and left it no alterna- 
tive but the course it has pursued, or to dis- 
regard the interests of its members, and its 
duty to uphold the cause of Truth. It may 
be truly said of these meetings, that they 
have been dislocated by the shock given to 
the whole body by the irregular action of 
most of its members, but they are not ampu- 
tated; their connection with the body being 
kept up through a legitimate Yearly Meeting. 

Those meetings have grown rapidly, and 
continue to increase. It is well known that 
notwithstanding the adverse action of so many 
meetings, very many of their members, both 
in this country and Great Britain, consider 
Ohio unimpaired as a legitimate Yearly Meet- 
ing, and its members in full standing as 
Friends. Its meetings in Iowa have been 
frequently attended by members of lowa 
Yearly Meeting. Dissatisfaction with and 
distress from wide departures from the prin- 
ciples and practices of Friends, on the part of 


many, are weighing heavily on not a few of 


the members of that Yearly Meeting, as they 
are on many in other Yearly Meetings. Some 
of these have sought, some are seeking, and 
many more may seek to escape from their 
trials by becoming members of Ohio Yearly 
Meeting, through its branches near them. 
So far as the queries put to us bear upon the 
course to be pursued by those meetings, under 
these circumstances, we apprehend, that so 
long as the barrier continues between Ohio 
and Iowa Yearly Meetings, the former only 
can determine the proper answers thereto. 
Before the meetings belonging to Ohio 
Yearly Meeting open wide a door for sound 


It is one of 


| 


true-hearted members of Iowa,—who may|There is nothing in the present position of 
choose to enter through it—to escape from | Ohioand Philadelphia Yearly Meetings which 
suffering, may it not be well for all parties to renders their close observance of less import- 
consider seriously, whether they cannot ren- 
der the good cause of old-fashioned Quakerism 
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more effectual service, by encouraging such 
members of Iowa to maintain the testimony 
of Truth against the modern innovations— 
though it may be simply by patient suffering 
—in the meetings to which they now belong, 
than by leaving their posts in this day of trial. 

The Society of Friends was organized “To 
meet together for the worship of God in Spirit, 
according to the direction of the holy aw. 
giver ; as also for the exercise of a tender care 
over each other, that all may be preserved in 
unity of faith and practice, answerable to the 
description, which He, the ever-blessed Shep- 
herd gave of his flock, “ By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one for another.’* In such a society, 
separation and division would not be contem- 
plated nor provided for; except so far as its 
discipline applied to individuals who departed 
from the faith, and made their defection pub- 
licly known. 

In the administration of the discipline, it is 
required that “If any member be found in 
conduct subversive of its order, or repugnant 
to the religious principles and testimonies 
which we believe we are entrusted with for 
the promotion of truth and righteousness in 
the earth, it becomes our indispensable duty 
to treat with such in meekness and brotherly 
compassion, without unnecessary delay or im- 
proper exposure, according to the direction of 
our Lord to the Chirch.”} If this is the pro- 
per course to be pursued when one sheep 
goes astray, it certainly is not less requisite 
when a large part of the flock is deluded, and 
overleap the hedge which the Shepherd has 
placed around the fold. 

But when controversies respecting faith 
and practice take place within a religious 
society like that of Friends, terminating in 
division and separation, it seems almost im- 
possible but that more or less of party spirit 
will be engendered, prompting to words and 
actions for the attainment of ends, desired 
rather to secure party supremacy, than to 
support christian principles in that righteous 
integrity and christian charity, which are the 
legitimate fruits of those principles whenever 
practically held. Hence the necessity for 
meetings and members jealously to guard 
against being betrayed into measures, which, 
while ostensibly designed to support a right 
cause, are not authorized by the Head of the 
Church, or not carried out in his spirit. 

The truth must be spoken plainly, impar- 
tially and without hypocrisy. The chureh 
must bear testimony against error, as well as 
promulgate sound doctrine. But it is one 
thing to contend unflinchingly, or to suffer 
patiently for a good cause, clothed in the 
spirit of Him who came to seek and to save 
that which was lost, and another thing to en- 
gage in the contest, in the zeal or by the 
means which our fallen wisdom or our un- 
sanctified feelings call forth. The one is to 
go forth armed with the simple sling and 
smooth stones furnished by the Captain of 
the Lord’s host, the other to essay the dis- 
comfiture of the enemy girded with the armor 
of Saul. 

These observations are applicable at all 
times and under all circumstances. We feel 
their application to ourselves as we write. 


* Philada. Discipline. + Philada. Discipline. 
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ance to the welfure of themselves and of the 

whole Society than heretofore ; and sincerely 

do we desire they may ever keep them steadily 

in view. a 
SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Fore1an.—The Earl of Derby, fo:merly Prime Minis- 
ter, and a distinguished British statesman, died on the 
23d inst. He was seventy years old. A great demon- 
stration in favor of the Fenians was made in London on 
the 24th inst. A me-ting was held in Hyde Park at 
which it was estimat-d 50,000 persons were present. 
Some of the speeches were of a highly ioflammatory 
character, and resolutions demanding amn s'y for the 
Fenians were adopted by acclamation. A procession 
marched to Hyde Park, in which were several thousand 
women wearing green flowers and scarfs. 

Prime Minister Glidstone, in a letter to the president 
of the Limerick Amnesty Association, says that the 
members of the government have carefully considered 
all memorials for the release of the Fenian prisoners 
which bave been presented from time to time, and have 
unanimously decided that such release would be cun- 
trary to their duty as guardians of public security and 
peace. 

The strike of the merchants’ clerks in Paris continues. 
It is estimated that 9,000 clerks are engaged in the 
movement. Places of busiiess are generally open a. 
usual, notwithstandinz the strike. A committee of the 
shareholders of the French Cable Compiny, have for- 
bidden the projected distribu'ion of 5,000 shares to the 
founders of the enterprise. The weekly statement of 
the Bank of France shows an increase of 6,000,000 
francs in the amount of bullion on hand. A Paris dis- 
patch of the 23d says: The military are collecting in 
Paris in view of the threatened irregular mee:ing of the 
Corps Legislatif on the 26th inst. An imperitl wani- 
festo is expected. Pere Hyaciathe, not having returned 
to his convent as ordered by his superiors, has been dis- 
possessed of all bis charges. A dispatch from Cairo an- 
nounc-s the arrival of the Empress Eugenie ia that city, 
when she was well received. 

The ceremonies on the occasion of the successful 
completion of the Suez Canal, will be as follows: The 
fetes will begin at Port Said, on the 16th proximo. The 
vessels forming the fleet will proceed to Ismalis on the 
next dsy, and on the 18th will go through the canal, 
and the proceedings wi'l be ended on the 20th. 

The latest dispatches from Midrid state that the 
country is now tranquil. The Bishop of Albama, and 
several Protestants, have been arrested at Granada. 
The Spanish Cabin-t is divided on the subject of a can- 
didate fur the throne. General Prim bas announced in 
the Cortes that if the Ecumenical Council should adopt 
decisions hostile in operation to the Spinish constitu- 
tion, they would be t-eated by the government as nuil 
and void. In the Cortes the question of ordering an 
election for deputies to supply the places of tho-e who 
joined tue insurgents, is now under consideratisn. 
O:ense, a celebrated Republican deputy, is under arrest. 
Three thousand more trvops have been ordered to Cuba. 
Capt in-General De Roda his inf -rmed the home gov- 
ernment that the revels in Cuba have all along had ac 
tive communication with the republican insurgents io 
Spain, and arrangements have been made between them 
for mutual encourayement and assistance. The sessions 
of the Cortes were resumed on the 21st inst. A resolu- 
tion thanking the army for its efforts in quelling the re- 
cent republican insurrection, was unanimously adopted 
by that body. 

The Crown Prince of Prussia has made a visit to 
Vienna, and met with a kind reception from the Em- 
peror. An insurrection broke out at Cuttaro in Dal- 
matia, which was soon suppressed by the troops, but 
not without bloodshed. The insurgents made a des- 
perate resistance, but were totally defeated. 

A mint is about being established by the Japanese 
government, and a general system of education, under 
foreign teachers, is being established in the different 
proviaces of the empire. There is great suffering among 
the poor of Yeddo, who are out of employment, and the 
necessaries of lite are very bigh in price. 

The Japanese Parliament bus voted the surrender of 
all their estates, retainers. and revenues by the Daimios 
to the Mikado, receiviog from bim an bonorary title in- 
stead of Daimio, and an allowance of one-tenth of their 
revenues, with relief from the support of their old re- 
tainers. A number of executions have taken place at 
Yeddo. Enemoto was sentenced to death, but his life 
will probably be spared. 

On the first inst., earthquakes were felt along the 
Pacific coast of South America, for a long distance. 
The small town of Chacas was entirely destroyed. 


A decree of the Spanish Cortes, establishing unre- 
stricted liberty of religion in Cuba and Porto Rico has 
been promulgated in these islands, and was generally 
well received. One clause provides that no person shall 
be prevented from holding office under the government 
by reason of bis relig:ous belief. 

London 10th mo. 25th.—Consols, 93%. U. S. 5-20’s, 
1867, 82§. 

Liverpvol.—Do. do. Uplands cotton, 12d.; Orleans, 
12}d. Sales of the day 12,000 bales. Red winter wheat, 
9s. 7d. ; red western, 9s. 3d. per 100 Ibs, 

Unirep States.—The Exports —During the last fiscal 
year the total value of all the exports to foreign coun- 
tries was $413,954,625, and of re-exports, $25,173,414. 
The exports to Great Britain and Ireland amounted to 
$201,799,754; those to France $42,450,139; Germany, 
$39,972,814 ; Canada, $18,158 613; Caba, $12,643,965; 
China, $10,258,178 ; Spain, $7,596,294; Brazil, $5,910,- 
565 ; Italy, $5,682,651 ; Belgium, $6,408,981. 

Pennsylvania.—The following is the official vote for 
Governor and Judge of the Supreme Court: For Gov- 
ernor—Geary, 290,552; Packer, 285,956. Republican 
majority, 4596. For Judge of Supreme Court—Wil- 
liams, 291,278; Pershing, 282,575. Republican ma- 

jority, 8703. 

Philadelphia.—Mortality last week, 242. 

Miscellaneous.—On the 20th, snow fell at Cheyenne to 
the depth of one iach, and at Denver to the depth of two 
inches. On the 19th there was a heavy snow storm at 
Louisville, Ky., and on the 23d at St. Louis. 

Late Alaska advices report rich discoveries of gold in 
the Lake country, in the southern part of the territory. 
prospectors say that twenty dollars a day can be made. 

New tin deposits have been diScovered in the coast 
range of mountains in Los Angelus county, California. 

On the 22d inst. an earthquake was felt in the State 
of Maine, and in other parts of New England. In some 
places it caused much alarm, but no damage was caused 
by it. Similar shocks were felt in Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick. In some localities chimneys were 
thrown down and the walls of buildings cracked. 

A late census shows the population of Atlanta, Geo., 
to be 29,166; whites, 15,982; colored, 13,184. 

The Markets, §c.—The following were the quotations 
of the 25th inst. Mew York.—American gold 130}. 
U. S. sixes, 1881, 119}; ditto, 5-20’s, 1868, 1174; ditto, 
10-40 5 per cents, 108. Superfine State flour, $5.50 a 
$5.70; extra State, $6 a $6.40; shipping Ohio, $6.05 
a $6.40; St. Louis flour, $7.35 a $9.70; southern, do., 
$6.65 a $10.75. White Genesee wheat, $1 47 a $1.53; 
white Michigan, $1.45; amber Svate, $1.42 a $1.44; 
No. 1 Chicago spring, $1.38. Barley, $1.30 a $1.33. 
Oats,61 a 64 cts. Western rye, $1.05; State, $1.16. 
Western mixed corn, 96 a $1.05; yellow, $1.06 a $1.07. 
Cuba molasses, 48 a 58 cts. Cuoa sugar, 114 a 11} cts.; 
nard refined, 16 cts. Carolina rice, 8a 9 cts. Mid- 
dling uplands cotton, 26} cts. Philudelphia.—Extra 
flour, $6 a $7; finer brands, $7.25a%9. Western red 
wheat, $1.40; Penna. $1.42 a $1.45. Rye. $1.05 a 
$1.10. Yellow corn, $1.05; wescern mixed, 97 a 98 cts 
Vats, 57a 58 cts. Hama, 19} a 213 cts. Lard, 18a 18} 
cts Clover-seed, $7 a $7.50. Timothy, $3.50. Flax- 
seed, $2.55. Tue arrivals and sales of beef cattle at the 
Avenue Drove-yard reached about 3000 head. The 
market was dull and common and medium grades lower. 
Extra sold at 9 a 9} cts.; fair to good, 64 a 8} cts., and 
common 4 a 6 ets. per lb. gross. About 11,000 sheep 
sold at 5 a 6} cts. per lb. gross, and 3600 hogs at $14 a 
$15 per 100 lbs. net. for corn fed. St. Louis.—Super- 
fine flour, $4.50 a $4.65; extra, $4.75 a $6.25; family, 
$8 a $9. No. 2 spring wheat, 90 cts.; No. 2 red fall, 
3i.0l a $1.07; No. 1, $1.10 a $1.12; choice, $1.25 a 
$130; choice white, $1.42. Oats, 43 cts. Cincinnati. 
—New corn, 60 cts.; old, 85 a 87 cts. Oats, 50 a 56 cts. 
Rye, 95 cts. Chicago.—No. 1 wheat, $1 a $1.03; No. 2, 
98 cts. No. 2 corn, 66 cts. No. 2 oats, 40}cts. No.1 
rye, 75 cts. Barley, $1.08. Lurd, 16a17 cts. Balti- 
more.—Prime and choice red wheat, $1.40 a $1.45. 
White corn, $1.10 a $1.15; yellow, $1.05 a $1.08. Oats, 
56 a 58 cts. Lard, 18 a 18} cts. Sun Francisco.— 
Flour, $4.25 a $5.50 (gold). Wheat, $1.50 a $1.60 per 
100 Ibs. 


RECEIPTS. 
Received from Isaac Moore, Pa., $2, vol. 43; from 
| Joel Bailey, O., per Asa Garretson, Agt., $2, vol. 43; 
\from Nathan Hussey, O., $2, vol. 43; from Ellis Smed- 
ley, Pa., $2, vol. 43. 


DISCIPLINE. 


A new edition of the Discipline of the Yearly Meeting 


of Friends held in Philadelphia, has been printed, and 
is now for sale at Friends’ Book Store, No. 304 Arch St. 


CORRECTION. 

In the last number, on page 69, middle column, 424 
line, for “ But while iniquity remains iu us, we are re. 
deemed from all?” read “ But while iniquity remaing jp 
us are we redeemed from all?” 


BIBLE ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS, 


The Annual Meeting of “The Bible Association of 
Friends in America,” will be held in the Committeg. 


room of the Arch Street Meeting-house, Philadelphi 
on the evening of Fourih-day, the 3d of the Eleventh 
month, at 8 o’clock. 

The members of the Philadelphia Auxiliary, both men 
and women, and Friends generally, are invited to at. 
Wm. L. Epwarps, Secretary, 


tend. 


Any Friend having a second-haud carpet to spare, ig 
invited to send it to the office of the Friends’ Freed. 
men’s Association, 116 North Fourth St., for the use of 
two teachers, by whom one is much needed. 

Tenth mo. 13th, 1869. 


BOARDING SCHOOL FOR INDIAN CHILDREN, 
TUNESASSA, NEW YORK. 

Wanted, a woman Friend to assist in conducting the 
Boarding School for Indian Children, at Tunesasga, 
Cattaraugus Co., N. Y. 

Application may be made to 

Aaron Sharpless, Street Road P.O., Chester, Co., Pa, 
Joseph Scattergood, 413 Spruce St., Philada, 
Samuel Morris, Olney, Philada. 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 


The Winter Session of the School will commence on 
the first of Eleventh month. Purents and others intend- 
ing to send children as pupils, will please make early 
application to AARON SHaupcess, Superintendent, (ad- 
dress Street Road P. O., Cuester Co., Pa.) ; or to Epw'p 
SHarpuess, Treasurer, No, 304 Arch St., Puiladelphia, 

Pupils who have been regularly entered and who go 
by the cars from Philadelphia, can obtain tickets at the 
depot of the West Chester and Philadelphia Railroad, 
corner of Thirty-first and Chestnut streets, by giving 
their names to the Ticket-agent there, who is furnished 
with a list of the pupils for that purpose. Io such case 
the passage, including the stage fare from the Railroad 
Station, will be charged at the School, to be paid for 
with tbe other incidental charges at the close of the 
term. Conveyances will be at the Street Roap Sratiox 
on Second and Third-days, the lst and 2d of Eleventh 
month, to meet the trains that leave Philadelphia at 
7.45 and 11 a.M., and 2.30 Pp. Mm. 

pas” Baggage may be left either at Thirty-first and 
Chestnut streets or at Eighteentb and Market. If left at 
the latter place, it must be put under the care of Hibberd 
Alexander, who will convey it thence to Thirty-first and 
Chestnut at a charge of 10 cents per trunk, to be paid to 
him. Those who prefer can have their baggage sent 
for to any place in the built-up part of the City, by send- 
ing word on the day previous (through the post-office 
or otherwise) to Hibberd Alexander, No. 5 North Eigh- 
teenth St. His charge in such case for taking bag- 
gage to Thirty-first and Chestnut streets, will be 25 cents 
per trunk. For the same charge he will also collect 
baggage from the other railroad depo's, if the checks 
are left at his office No. 5 North Kighteenth street. 
Baggage put under his care, if properly marked, will 
not require any attention from the owners, either at the 
West Philadelphia depot, or at the Street Ro»d Station, 
but will be forwarded direct to the School. It may not 
always go on the same train as the owner, but it will 
go on the same day, provided the notice to H. Alexander 
reaches him in time. 


During THE Session, passengers for the School will 
be met at the Street Road Station, on the arrival of the 
first train from the City, every day except First-days; 
and small packages for the pupils, if left at Friends’ 
Book Store, No. 304 Arch street, will be forwarded every 
Sixth-day at 12 o’clock, except on the last two Sizth-days 
in the Twelfth month, and the expense charged in their 
bills. 

Tenth month 11th, 1869. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 
NEAR FRANKFORD, (TWENTY-THIRD WARD, PHILADELPHIA.) 

Physician and Superintendent—Josuua H. WortHING- 
ton, M.D. 

Application for the Admission of Patients may be 
made to the Superintendent, to Joun E. Carrer, Clerk 
of the Board of Managers, No. 1313 Pine Street 
Philadelphia, or to any other Member of the Board. 
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